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K&ngyam cattle are bred only in tliat division. Some farmers
have from 500 to 1,000 head of cattle which are bred for sale. The Pat-
tagar of Pdlaiyakottai on the Noyil makes this and horse-breeding his
speciality, and the Monigar of Eadiylir has above 800 head. The best
cattle are never brought to the weekly markets, but are kept for
breeding and the use of their owners; the cattle usually brought for
ordinary sale are only of the commoner sorts; the next best are those
to be got by private purchase; better still are those bought by regular
traders and taken by them to the great cattle fairs in other districts
as at Madura Chittri festival, or those sent by the breeders for sale at
the Avan&si, MaMdeswara, and other great cattle fairs, which afford
good opportunities of inspecting the better classes of district cattle.

Dentition is permanently completed by 6 or 6J years: the maxi-
mum life of stock is said to be 25 years, and 30 on the hills.

Castration is effected by the crushing process, generally in December
or January, at about three ye&rs of age, i.e., when the first pair of
permanent incisors are developed. Bulls are allowed to cover, and
heifers to be covered, from that age.

The qualities attended to in breeding are size, colour^ (which should
be grey), strength and fineness of hair. Bargfir and Alamb&di bulls
have, during the last twenty years, been used as a cross in Kdngyaia
and the neighbourhood.

remembered cattle are not killed for food) there would "be 900,000 homed cattle in the
district, besides calves, as against an entry of 501,055 for all ages (vide Erode taluk
notice).

Until a real census of cattle and sheep has "been made, deductions as to manuring and
pasturage are apt to be fallacious. For an account of grass lands see wtpra, sub voc.
*' Pasture " and the chapter on Land Revenue:

As regards the quality, Mr. Eobertson (1876) was disappointed -with what he saw, but
was unfortunate in seeing only the cattle at work or in the ordinary markets. Circum-
stances are much the same as in former years, while prices have largely advanced. Mr,
"Wedderburn (late Collector) states that to his knowledge the price of a good cow has
advanced from Rs. 10 or 12 to Bs. 40 and even higher. "With such prices, which have
more than kfcpt pace with the general advance in agricultural prices, there is no reason to
suppose that breeders would neglect their stock, and as a matter of fact, they do not do so.
It is to be understood that the celebrated Kangyam breeds are not the common cattle of
, Kangyam, but are the property and produce of large breeders such as the Pattagar of
Palaiyakott&i and family, the K&diydr Mw^iffi-MonigaTj &c.5 wh*o maintain herds of from.
600 to 1,000 head, and keep large numbers of cows and bulls for breeding only. Many
ryots, however, own from 10 to 20 head of cattle reared for sale, and of more or less" value.
These cattle are sold, not at ordinary markets, but to dealers who come to the district for
the purpose, or at the celebrated cattle fairs of Avan&si, Mahadeswara Hill (Kollegal)
and Madura. Excellent cattle may be seen in droves in the fields and along the, lanes of
the Kaugyam division, especially when returning home in the evening; elsewhere less
frequently. The best cattle can only be seen by going to look for them at the villages.,

Mr. Shunter, Deputy Inspector of Cattle Diseases, who was for some months in "the
district in 1883, states in a note that he was struck with the excellent cattle at Kangyam
and the neighbourhood; that one breeder (P&laiyakottai) had recently sold 200 head of
cattle at prices from 100 to 200 per pair; that he saw several ponies worth Es. 150 and
many others of fair value; that at Eangyam itsaLE he met two horfie^dealers, one from
Ceylon and one from Triciinopoly, and that neither in Mysore nor in any other district
has he seen such good ponies. Breeders axe fully alive to the increased value of stock for
which they get large prices,